
 
 
 

Principal’s Message September 2019 
The new school year has begun and with it comes much anticipation and excitement.  This was evident as the 
children entered the school building for the first day of the new school year.  We had a smooth and successful 
start to the 2019/2020 school year.  Thank you to all who joined us at our Open House/Back to School 
Barbecue. It was nice to see some familiar faces, as well as welcome new families to McAuliffe. A special 
thank you to our PTO and the Scouts for preparing and serving the food! 
  
The McAuliffe staff worked hard over the summer to prepare for your children.  All of our teachers have been 
taking additional classes and/or participating in staff development.  Their professional growth will surely have a 
positive impact on student learning.  I am grateful for the dedication they continually demonstrate. 
 
As has always been the case, we need your help and support to be successful with your children.  We invite you 
to become involved in classroom activities, participate and support our PTO, attend school events with your 
children, and keep a positive, open dialogue with us. 
 
You’ll see a lot of familiar faces on staff at McAuliffe, as well as a few new staff members, including Marta 
Maciolek (Library Media Specialist), Sydney Waldschmidt (Grade 2 Teacher), Melissa Brown (Grade 4 
Teacher), Margaret Schomaker (Grade 2 Teacher) and Megan Gerrits (School Social Worker).  They are all 
fine additions, and we are excited to have them join our McAuliffe family. 
 
Starting with this newsletter, you will be receiving regular communications from the school, community and 
your child’s teacher.  Most of this information will be sent home in our Tuesday Envelope (starting September 
10).  Please take the time to read through this material, respond if necessary, sign the envelope and promptly 
return it on Wednesday.   We are confident this weekly process helps meet our goal of timely, accurate 
communication. Besides the usual start-of-the-year information (hot lunch, fees, etc.), there are a number of 
items coming home that ask for an immediate return.  Also, be sure to discuss with your child our McAuliffe 
Way Behavior Plan. 
 
Please note the Upcoming Events that may impact your family schedule.  Let’s have a great year of learning! 
We’re off to a great start! 

 
Your Partner in 
Education, 
 
 Kelly Rollin 
 McAuliffe Principal

 
 
  
  

 



 

Upcoming Events 
September 23             Hansens Fundraiser begins 
September 24             PTO Meeting – 6:00 
September 25             Picture Day! 
September 26             Spirit Day – Wear your  
                                   McAuliffe attire  
 
October 2                    Walk to School Day 
October 11 Early Release –1:30 Dismissal 
October 24 Spirit Day 
October 25 No School  
  
 
November 4 Picture Re-takes 
November 7 & 12 Parent/Teacher Conferences 
November 14 & 15     Special Person’s Day 
November 14              Hearing Screening - 4K, K, &  
                                    Grade 1  
November 15 Early Release - 1:30 Dismissal 
November 21             Spirit Day – Wear your  
                                   McAuliffe attire 
November 26             End of Trimester 1 
                                   PTO Meeting - 6:00 
November 27-29       Thanksgiving Break-No School 

 
December 13           Early Release – 1:30 Dismissal 
December 19             Spirit Day  
                                  Vision Screening - 4K, Gr.1, 3, 
                                  & 5 
December 20 Last day before winter break -        

Red and Green Day 
December 23- 31       No School – Winter Break 
January 2                  Classes Resume 
January 21                 PTO Meeting - 6:00 
  

 
 
 
 
 

PTO  
Show your support of the PTO by attending the 
monthly meetings.  As you are aware, the McAuliffe 
Parent Teacher Organization sponsors many 
programs and events for our school.  The first PTO 
meeting for this school year is Tuesday, September 
24th at 6:00.  Come and join us! 
 
Picture Day 
Harmann Studios will be at McAuliffe School on 
Wednesday, September 25th to take individual 
pictures of our students.  All children will be 
photographed, and a proof envelope will be sent 
home that day for you to look at and consider 
ordering a school photo package.  All 
children’s photos will be included in 
a class composite and a school 
memory book, even if parents choose 
not to purchase a photo package. 
 
In the case of separate households, Harmann Studios 
will create a duplicate proof envelope if we receive a 
written request to do so.  That way each parent may 
make an individual selection and photo order.  The 
picture re-take date is scheduled for November 4th, 
to accommodate students absent on September 25th, 
and for any re-takes requested by parents.  
 
Inclement Weather Closings 
If school will not be in session or will be delayed 
due to severe weather conditions, every effort will 
be made to alert all concerned through local radio 
and television stations as early as possible.  Parents 
can also decide whether or not distances and 
conditions warrant keeping children at home.  In the 
event schools will be closing early due to weather, 
please listen to local radio and TV stations before 
you call school.  Many times they are notified before 
we are at the building level.  All parents have the 
right to come to school and pick up their child in 
these weather conditions, if they so desire.  

 



State Testing 
This year all 3, 4 and 5th grade students will 
participate in a statewide assessment called the 
Forward Exam. This series of tests will be 
administered in Spring 2020. Additional information 
will be sent later in the year. 

 

No Dogs on School Grounds 
Please do not bring your dog on the school grounds when dropping off and picking up your child.  There are 
many children frightened of strange dogs.  Thank you. 

 

 
 

 
Back Parking Lot and Pick-up/Drop-off 
Student pick-up or drop-off in the back lot (including either side of the driveway) is 
strictly prohibited.  This area experiences heavy traffic by staff, visitors, and district 
vehicles throughout the day.  Thank you for helping keep our students safe! 

 
Student Absences 
As stated in our summer newsletter, our staff will be placing a greater emphasis on student attendance this year. 
We feel it is all of our responsibility to have students attend school on a daily basis. We expect all of our 
students to attend school daily and to be at school on time each day.   Please plan vacations, appointments, and 
other possible conflicts during days that school is not in session.  We understand there are times when children 
are sick or other emergencies do not allow the students to be at school, but we ask that you place a high priority 
on attendance. Children learn best when they are at school, when they are on time, and when they do not leave 
school early. 
 
We will send home reminders to student’s parents when absences reach 5 days and again at 10.  After 10 days 
of absences or tardies, all future absences are considered unexcused unless parents provide doctor notes 
explaining the reason of the absence. Parents will also be asked to schedule a phone call or meeting with the 
principal to discuss attendance at that time. Please support us in decreasing our absentee rate and making every 
effort to have all of our children attend school daily and on time.  Thank you. 

 
Medications at School  
At times, the school is asked to dispense medication during the day for students. State law requires new forms 
be filled out each year, so please stop in the office to get the proper forms or visit our website.   All 
medication must be in the original container. Prescription medications authorizations must be completed and 
signed by both the physician and parent/guardian.  Non-prescription medication (Tylenol, cough drops, etc.) 
require only the parent/guardian to complete and sign the form.   If at any time during the school year the 
medication or dosage changes, all forms must be updated with a new signed authorization.  
NO MEDICATION WILL BE GIVEN WITHOUT THE PROPER FORMS ON FILE.  To stop a 
prescribed medication, written notification from the physician is required and may be faxed to the school at 
391-2535.  We are regulated by Wisconsin State Law and must comply to the letter in dispensing all 
medications.  Students are allowed to carry their prescription inhalers; however, we still need all the proper 
forms filled out and returned to school.  Your cooperation in this matter is appreciated. 

 

https://www.gbaps.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_484711/File/Parents/Forms/Medication%20Treatment%20Authorization%20Form%209.12.16.pdf


 
Bikes and Roller Blades 
Students who ride bikes to school must observe the following: 
● Walkers always take precedence on school grounds.  
● You must walk your bike to and from the bike rack on school grounds. 
● We cannot be responsible for stolen or lost bikes.  Please lock your bike. 
● Bikes must be parked in the bike rack on the south or north end of the 

building.  No bikes are allowed on the front sidewalk or playground areas of 
the school. 

● Non-compliance of the above may result in a student being prohibited from riding their bike to school. 
● No roller blades or roller tennis shoes are allowed in school or on the playground. 
 

 
School Security  
McAuliffe School, along with all Green Bay Area Public Schools, has security procedures 
designed to maintain a safe learning environment.  We want to ensure the safety of all our 
students and staff while continuing to welcome our parents and community members.  These 
heightened security measures may cause some disruption of your time and habits.  We 
believe, however, that it is necessary to enforce these procedures in order to maintain a safe 
environment for all students and staff.  Your cooperation and understanding is appreciated. 

 
1. All entrances will be locked from 9:00 – 3:30.  All visitors must enter school through the front doors or 

through the back doors, next to the commons.  A camera and buzzer is installed at each entrance.  To 
gain access, please ring the buzzer and state the reason for visiting.  Once the visitor is identified, our 
secretary will then electronically open the door.  Upon entering the building, immediately proceed to the 
office.  All visitors must first sign in at the office before visiting any area of the building. All visitors 
must wear a visitor badge.  These badges are necessary for all adults who volunteer and/or visit 
McAuliffe. 

2. If an adult is not wearing a badge, they will be asked to immediately go to the office.  Do not be 
offended if you are asked to go to the office to obtain a badge. 

3. We ask that you not accompany your child into the school in the morning.  Children can be 
accompanied to the playground until the morning bell rings and then will be escorted into the building 
by McAuliffe staff. 

4. If you come to pick up your child during the day or to drop off a project or treat, we will not send you 
directly to your child’s classroom.  We will be glad to call your child to the office to speak to you, or a 
staff member will bring the item to the classroom.  We ask that you only bring items to school during 
the day if it is an emergency.  This helps reduce the distractions that occur from children being called to 
the office. 

5. If you are eating lunch with your child, sign in and wear a visitor’s badge.  You may wait for your child 
in the office or outside the common’s doors.  However, please do not wait for your child by their 
classroom. 

6. We will continue to have “intruder drills” throughout the school year 
to be prepared in case of an emergency and to reassure our students 
and families that a plan is in place. 

7. Our playground is an extension of our school building. You will need 
to sign in and wear a badge to be on the playground anytime between 
9:00 and 3:30.  

8. Outdoor morning supervision begins at 8:40 AM.  Students are not to 
be dropped off or arrive at school before this time. 

 



 
Volunteer Application Instructions 
Green Bay Area Public School District volunteers have an important impact on the lives of our students. If you 
are interested in volunteering, McAuliffe has a variety of volunteer opportunities. Background checks are 
required to volunteer at our school and to chaperone field trips. Checks are valid for two years. If you are unsure 
whether you need to complete a new background check, please contact the school.  To start a background 
check, click here or go to “gbaps.org”  Click on either the “Parents” or “Our Community” tab. Click on the 
“Volunteer Opportunities” tab.  Begin by clicking “Begin an application” tab. 
 
Wanted:  Basketball Coaches! 
While our 5th grade boys and girls basketball program does not begin until December, we 
are putting out the announcement now for parents who may be interested in volunteering as 
coaches.  The season runs through early March with 8 games against area east side schools. 
Once or twice weekly practices usually run from 3:30-5:00 pm.  Call Mr. Rollin at 
391-2436, if interested in coaching. 
 
Reading at Home 
With school in session and family schedules reorganized, now is a great time for kids and parents to incorporate 
reading into their daily routine.  Listed below are some fun and practical ways to make reading a normal and 
natural part of family life. 

- Read aloud to your children.  Even after they have learned to read on their own, 
continue to read aloud to them.  Young readers enjoy listening to books that they can’t 
yet master, such as chapter books.  
- Set aside reading time.  Each day create a special time that you and your child devote 
to reading.  Before bed, at breakfast and before supper are common times for families 
with busy schedules. 
- Read in front of your child.  Show your child that reading isn’t just for the classroom. 
Children learn to value reading as an activity when they see their parents modeling the 
behavior and enjoying reading.  Don’t forget to share what you are reading and discuss 
the most interesting parts of the text.  
- Seize each opportunity!  Read newspapers, magazines, hardcover and paperback 
books, road signs, menus, billboards, cereal boxes, shopping lists and lots of other 
everyday items.  All reading builds fluency. 

 
McAuliffe Mission/Vision/Collective Commitments  
I want to share with all McAuliffe Families our Mission/Vision and Collective Commitments. These statements 
guide our work to ensure your child receives the best possible education. 
 
McAuliffe School Mission Statement: 
The staff at Christa McAuliffe School will provide the highest quality instructional experience, so that ALL 
McAuliffe students are college, career, cultural and community ready. 
 
McAuliffe Vision: 
The McAuliffe Staff will create a school culture of continuous learning where all students are empowered to 
become lifelong learners and reach proficiency in all subject areas. 
 
Collective Commitments 
In order to fulfill our fundamental purpose and become the school described in our vision statement, each 
member of the staff commits to the following: 
 

 

http://www.gbaps.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=484795&pageId=529633


 
● I believe that all students can learn at a high level and will make a commitment to ensure learning for 

every student. 
 

● I will be a positive, contributing member of my collaborative team and take collective responsibility for 
student learning. 

 
● I will teach the essential learnings of our agreed upon curriculum, unit by unit. 

 
● I will monitor each student’s learning on an ongoing basis through formative, benchmark, and 

summative assessments. 
 

● I will use evidence of student learning to inform and improve my practice. 
 

● I will seek the most promising practices to support student learning. 
 

● I will keep parents informed of the progress of their children. 
 

● I  will provide appropriate intervention and enrichment opportunities for my students. 
 
Green Bay Public Schools Mission Statement 
We ensure that all students graduate college, career and community ready; inspired to succeed in our diverse 
community. 

News Corner - SchoolMessenger Calls from Food Service 

Households should be reminded that SchoolMessenger calls about low or negative Food Service accounts are 
sent using the same phone number as attendance, school emergencies, principal special messages, and weather 
alerts. Parents/Guardians are asked to NOT block this phone number from Food Service as they’ll miss these 
other important messages. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


